"The coordination role would include:  1) first and foremost, the
coordination of the various activities currently under development
in NCES (e.g., CCD, VEDS, NELS-88); 2) expansion of the system to
include those other data collection activities by the Department of
Education (e.g., special Education, Chapter I of ECIA, Chapter II of
the Math and Science Act); and finally 3) establishment of out-reach
activities to other agencies to ensure appropriate federal and
national coordination.  Included in this function would be defining
a common set of data elements across the spectrum, coordinating
collection of all statistical data, developing efficient collection
and dissemination systems (in conjunction with users and providers),
seeking out current needs for educational information, and providing
assistance, both technical and financial, to the respondees and
users of educational data.

"Any effort at a ten-year plan, without a clear understanding of the
agency's mission and philosophy, offers little promise of success.
Additionally, in our view, the failure to expand the mission and
functional boundaries of the National Center to a true center for
education statistics limits the potential growth to little more than
that capacity which exists today."

STATE DATA -- ACQUISITION AND DISSEMINATION

Statistically speaking, the primacy of the States in education matters means
data must be available on a State-by-State basis. As Lehnen states with
respect to the national data of NCES and others:

"National averages and other statistics do not reveal much about
the state education systems ... Yet it is the states who will
determine the direction and scope of education policy and not the
federal government. Without this detail NCES data will have only
limited utility for policy studies within states."

The National Governors' Association (NGA) adds:

"In order to perform education policy setting functions, states
need to plan, develop, implement and evaluate education initiatives,
... national trend data and consistent and accurate data from all
states for macro comparison purposes is of key interest ... samples
should be examined to determine the feasibility of expansion to
collect data more state specific.  This should be considered in
conjunction with the further examination of appropriate state
administrative records ..."

Odden adds to this:

"There is no question that the state is the primary actor in
education policy ... federal data collection should reflect this
fact.  Thus data should be collected on a district and state basis;
if a sample of district data are collected ... the sample should be
REPRESENTATIVE FOR EACH OF THE FIFTY STATES."
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